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Incarceration is the confinement of a law offender in a jail or prison. Law enforcement officers are authorized by the state to arrest and confine persons suspected of crimes before they are presented before the judicial system. Once they are presented in court before a judge, the evidence is tabled and the suspect is given an opportunity to defend himself through his legal team. Based on the hearing and the evidence presented, the judge can either authorize confinement or acquittal of the charges against the suspect. Both adults and children are subject to incarceration if they are found to have broken the laws. In Texas state and Baxer county, women are incarcerated because of crimes such as segmented by a misdemeanor, felony and other offenses. A report by the Texas Criminal Justice Coalition indicates that 64% of women convicted in Texas prisons are because of non-violent offenses and the majority of them are suffering from drug and substance abuse disorder or mental behavioral diagnoses and may encounter various transactional costs with associated incarceration. (Banks, 2003) 
There are many transactional costs that are associated with the incarceration of drug and substance abusing/addicted women with mental or behavioral diagnoses in the state of Texas and Baxer County. The first transaction cost is the higher cost of treatment for women inmates. Women have a higher need for treatment in terms of prevalence as well as the severity of their conditions compared to their male counterparts and the prison systems are limited in their resources to address these issues.  Women also have higher rates of chronic illnesses which are costly to treat leave alone the cost of managing their addictions and mental health. The second transactional cost is the women inmates being faced with costs such as bonds and bails which they are unable to raise because they come from poor backgrounds.  This necessitates pre-trial detention hence making jails to be congested and thus increasing their operational costs because they are obligated to provide basic needs and medical care for the inmates for as long as they are in custody. 
The third transactional cost associated with incarceration in the Texas state and Bexar County for these women is entitlement to legal representation during the trial and such the court appoints a counsel for them who is paid by the county. The more the number of women inmates requiring legal representation, the higher the cost of legal fees that is passed to the county and the state. The last transactional cost is the costs related to the preparation of inmate's re-entry into the communities once they have completed their jail terms. Such preparations include offering them vocational and skills training, education, mentorship, counseling and social services in the course of their jail term. This helps them to reintegrate with family and communities and prevents them from committing crimes again. (Harnsberger, nd)
In conclusion, incarceration of drug and substance abusing/addicted women with mental or behavioral diagnoses not only increases the transactional costs of those correctional facilities plus the county and state but also does not help in improving the conditions of those women. Instead of incarcerating them, the state and the county should recruit them into rehabilitation centers where they can receive proper treatment as well get regular visitations by relatives and friends which will enable them to have a speedy recovery and reintegrate back to the communities. (Banks, 2003) 
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